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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 14991 

WHITE HOUSE FOR HENKEL 

DEPT FOR "A" 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (FORD, GERALD R.), PFOR, JA 

SUB J : PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: CALL BY TOKYO GOVERNOR MINOBE 

1. JAPANESE PRESS NOVEMBER 15 REPORTS TOKYO GOVERNOR MINOBE 
DECLARED HE WILL ASK FOR PRESIDENT FORD'S COMMENT ON ALLEGED 
EXISTENCE IN JAPAN OF US NUCLEAR WEAPONS WHEN HE PAYS COURTESY 
CALL NOVEMBER 19. GOVERNOR SAID HE WILL CANDIDLY TELL 
PRESIDENT FORD ABOUT JAPANESE PEOPLE’S ANXIETY AND DOUBTS 
ABOUT QUESTION OF BRINGING NUCLEAR WEAPONS INTO JAPAN. 

REPORT STATED MINOBE WILL ASK PRESIDENT TO CLARIFY LA ROCQUE 
TESTIMONY. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORT FONOFF "PUZZLED" AT 

TOKYO GOVERNOR'S STATEMENT. MAINTAINING MINOBE A "PRUDENT 
MAN" WHO "KNOWS HOW TO BEHAVE TOWARD A US PRESIDENT." FONOFF 
OFFICIALS TOLD PRESS THAT GENERAL INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE IS 
IS TO REFRAIN FROM MENTIONING POLITICAL SUBJECTS 
DURING COURTESY CALL. 

3. COMMENT: FOREIGN OFFICE (OKAWARA) HAS COMMENTED TO 
DCM THAT MINOBE IS APOLITICIAN AND THERE IS NO GUARANTEE 
THAT HE WILL AVOID SUBSTANCE DURING HIS CALL. IN FACT, 
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EMBASSY FEELS IT QUITE LIKELY THAT HE WILL RAISE SUBJECT 
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IF ONLY TO BE ABLE TO TELL HIS CONSTITUENTS THAT HE 
HAD DONE SO. EMBASSY ESTIMATE IS THAT HE WILL DESCRIBE 
JAPANESE PEOPLE'S STRONG FEELINGS ABOUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

ALL THAT PRESIDENT NEED SAY IN REPLY IS THAT HE UNDERSTANDS 
THESE ANXIETIES, AND LEAVE IT AT THAT. 

HODGSON 
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